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A character is the representation of a person in a narrative or dramatic work of art (such as a novel, play, or film). The art of creating characters, as practiced by actors or writers, has been called characterization.

CHARACTER TYPES:

Authors use many different types of characters to tell their stories. Different types of characters fulfill different roles in the narrative process, and with a little bit of analysis, you can usually detect some or all of the types below.

_______________ characters are _____________________ to the plot development and resolution of the conflict.

_________ characters serve to _______________________________ and help move the plot events forward.
____________ - The ____________________________, and is often referred to as the story's main character. He or she (or they) is faced with a conflict that must be resolved. The protagonist may not always be admirable (e.g. an _____________)
_____________ - The he character(s) (or situation) that ______________________ against which the protagonist must contend. In other words, the antagonist is an ________ that the protagonist must overcome.

_____________ characters are people who ____________________, usually as a result of resolving a central conflict or facing a major crisis. Most dynamic characters tend to be central rather than minor characters, because resolving the conflict is the major role of central characters.

_____________ characters are people who_____________________________; their personalities do not transform or evolve.

__________ - A rounded character is anyone who has a _____________________; he or she is often portrayed as a conflicted and contradictory person.

_______ - A flat character is the opposite of a round character. This literary personality is notable for _____________________________________________.

_________ characters are those types of characters who have become ________________ ____________________________________. Stock characters are instantly recognizable to readers or audience members (e.g. the femme fatale, the mad scientist, the nerd, the jock, and the faithful sidekick). Stock characters are normally one-dimensional ________ characters, but sometimes stock personalities are deeply conflicted, rounded characters (e.g. the "Hamlet" type).

REVEALING CHARACTER:
Character can be revealed or presented in 2 different ways: through description or dramatization.

________________________ characterization - This refers to what the speaker or narrator _________________________________. In other words, in a direct characterization, the reader is told what the character is like. When Dickens describes Scrooge like this: "I present him to you: Ebenezer Scrooge....the most tightfisted hand at the grindstone, Scrooge! A squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous, old sinner!" - this is very direct characterization!

__________________________ characterization - This refers to what _________________ __________. The reader then infers what the character is all about. This mimics how we understand people in the real world, since we can't "get inside their heads". In other words, in an indirect characterization, it's the reader who is obliged to figure out what the character is like. And sometimes the reader will get it wrong.

 

CHARACTER ANALYSIS:
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1. Harry Potter: Voldemort-Protagonist or Antagonist? Why?

2. The Wizard of Oz: Wicked Witch of the West and Dorothy-

Round or Flat? Why?
3. The Lion King: Simba and Rafikki- Round or Flat? Why?

4. Home Alone: Butch and Kevin- Major or Minor Character? Why?

5. Cinderella: Prince and Step sisters- Major or Minor Characters? Why?

6. The Grinch: Grinch and Cindy Lou Who- Static or Dynamic Character? Why?
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