In the 1990s, the pages of Child Life reflected a big change for its readers. Their lives were changing from simple ones in the country to busy ones in the city. New technology also changed their everyday lives. 

Kids saw their TV world change from plain black and white to "living color." They probably had just one big TV set in the living room, though. And there were still no video games or computers. Kids listened to small portable radios instead of a big boxy radio on a bedroom desk or kitchen shelf. 

TV and the new technology became very important in the early 1960s. The whole world stopped and tuned in to special TV reports when President Kennedy was shot to death on November 23, 1963. for the next three days, the country was drawn together by TV broadcasts of the solemn funeral ceremonies. 

In 1969, millions across the country also watched as the first astronaut actually walked on the moon. It was an unbelievable achievement--something that scientists had dreamed about for many centuries--and it brought the sky and moon closer to mankind. Classes stopped while school children took notes and listened to the radio or watched the launch on a TV set in the school auditorium. 

By bringing the loss of the president and the beginning of the space age closer to everyday people, TV also made the world suddenly seem smaller. 

On the reverse of this page, take account of changes in technology that occurred in the 1960s.  Brainstorm some other ideas of historical technology.

Then, think about what we have now.  What new technologies do we have that people didn’t have in the past?

And now to the future…… What things are possible technologically?
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